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contents towards the right hypochondriac region, by the assistance o! 
my father. The external iliac was immediately felt, and by passing 
the finger towards the sacro-iliac symphysis, the internal iliac was 
distinctly recognized. The artery was then exposed with the handle 
of the scalpel, and the ligature passed under with the Philadelphia 
needle, one inch from the bifurcation. Instead, however, of drawing 
up the needle part with the hook, I found it more convenient to take 
it with the dressing forceps. One ligature being passed, it was found 
necessary, from the great depth of the parts, (being about five inches,) 
to pass down the knot with Dr. A. E. Hosack’s knot applicator. 
The ligature was then firmly tied, and the parts were brought too¬ 
ther with sutures and adhesive plaster. 

In this operation the same difficulty existed as in the case of liga- 
ture of the common iliac, by my distinguished friend, Dr. Mott, of 
New York, viz. the constant protrusion of peritoneum from abdo¬ 
minal compression created by the struggles of the patient 

Some pain in the bowels, and fever came on a few davs after the 
operation, which was removed by venesection and a laxative. Union 
by the first intention had taken place to a considerable extent at the 
first dressing on the eighth day. A considerable quantity of pus was 
discharged during the first four weeks, at the expiration of which time 
the ligature came away. The tumour has discharged its contents gra¬ 
dually, and the parts have assumed their natural appearance. The 
patient has so far recovered his usual state of health, as to be able to 
walk about his neighbourhood. 

Hudson, N. F. December 1st, 182". 


Art. VI. On Superfcetation and Bipartite Uteri. By James M. 
Pendleton, M. D. Lecturer on Midwifery, and Diseases of Wo¬ 
men and Children, in the New York Medical Institute. 

It may perhaps be considered by some, that the pages of a public 
journal, might be more usefully occupied in the examination of sub¬ 
jects of a more practical nature, but it should be remembered that in 
the investigation of every subject, facts are frequently unexpected!) 
developed, which, in their application, are extensively and practically 
important; I therefore trust the subject I have selected will not 
be without interest. The subject of superfcetation as a department 
of forensic medicine, cannot fail to interest every physician anxious 
to acquire a thorough knowledge of his profession. 
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By the term superfetation is meant the impregnation of an ovum 
at a time when a previous ovum already occupies the cavity of the 
uterus. Whether this ever takes place is doubted by many: it be¬ 
comes necessary therefore, in the first place, to establish the fact, 
before attempting any explanation of the mode in which it occurs. 
For this purpose I shall select a few well authenticated cases. In 
the Dictionnaire des Sciences Medicales, Art. Superfetation, is re¬ 
lated the following. Marianne Bcjaud, aged thirty years, was de¬ 
livered of a boy at her full time, April 30th, 1748. The labour was 
easy and natural in all respects, and she soon recovered, she re¬ 
marked, however, what had never occurred in her previous labours, 
that there was neither lochial discharge, nor secretion of milk from 
■ tlle br f asts - A sl ’°rt time after her confinement, she experienced 
sensations of motion in the abdomen; the singularity of this circum¬ 
stance led to an examination, and a fetus was discovered conjectured 
to be about four and a half months old. From this period the abdo¬ 
men regularly increased in size, she had nausea, morning sickness, 
and all the symptoms of pregnancy until the 16th of September, when 
she was delivered of a girl, full grown, and perfect in all its parts. 
Under the same article, is a second case: Benoite Fran-met was de¬ 
livered of a girl on the 20th of January, 1780. After “her confine¬ 
ment she had no lochial discharge, nor was there any secretion of 
milk; the abdomen remained larger than usual after delivery, and 
continued gradually to increase until the 6th of July, when she was 
delivered of a second daughter, apparently arrived at maturity. By 
a reference to the dates in these two cases, it will appear, that in the 
first the second conception took place four and a half months after 
the first, and in the second, three months and fourteen days after the 
previous one. 

The following case is related by Madame Boivrs, sage-femme de 
l'hospice de la Maternite in Paris. A woman, forty years of age, 
was delivered, at her full time, on the 15th of March, 1810, o°f a 
small child. The abdomen remained distended, and Madame Boivin 
supposed that there was some foreign body in the uterus. The hand 
«as passed into the uterus, and the cavity was found empty. During 
two months the woman experienced motion in the tumour, and on the 
12th of May she was delivered of a girl, small, weak, and who 
breathed with difficulty. This woman stated that she had not lived 
with her husband for a long time, and that the two children were the 
result of a connexion with another man, once on the 15th and 20th 
"f July, and again on the 16th of September; it will be observed that 
No. II —Feb. 1828. [3S] 
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these periods correspond exactly with the differences between birth- 
of the children. 

These cases are sufficient to establish the fact of superfoctation, ac 
cording to the definition which we have given it. Periodical journals 
are filled with cases which are erroneously described as cases of su- 
perforation of this kind, as the case related by Dr. Dewees, of a 
white woman who was delivered at the same birth of two children, 
one white and one black. What does the case prove? Nothing but 
that two ova became impregnated by two successive connexions at the 
same time by two individuals of different colours, and should properly 
be considered as a case of twins. The impregnation of two ova, in 
all cases, is probably the result of a distinct connexion, as it is well 
established that in cases of twins the children are rarely of equal 
size or apparent development. The same thing may be said of th 
case of the negress of Gaudaloupe, who was delivered at the same 
time of a black and a mulatto, she confessed she had connexion the 
same evening with a white and a black. 

There is another case, not unfrequently met with, where an error 
exists in considering it as superfoctation. It is where at birth there 
are two children, one of which is considerably larger and more ad¬ 
vanced than the other; or perhaps one is alive and perfectly formed, 
whilst the other is dead and very imperfect Of this kind is the case 
related by Dr. Denman of the lady of Sir Walter Farquhar. When 
about five months gone, she experienced a most dreadful fright, and 
from that time the size of her abdomen began gradually to subside; 
on the 11th of February she was delivered of a fine though small girl. 
She continued in great pain and danger until the 25th, when she was 
delivered of a dead foetus of about the ageof four months. Instances 
are by no means rare of women being delivered of a full grown fetus 
and at the same time of an embryo more or less advanced. Dr. Gos¬ 
san, in his Recherches Anal, el Phys. $-c. gives the following in- 
stances, “The wife of a surgeon at Amsterdam, was delivered °of a 
well-formed child; ten hours afterwards, she discharged a small em¬ 
bryo having the umbilical cord filled with hydatids.” 

He relates the following, communicated by Mr. Percy, as a case 
of superfetation, which may be taken as an example of the generality 
of such cases related in journals. A woman of Torrigny found 
herself pregnant for the third time. At four months, the motions of 
the fetus were distinctly felt. These movements suddenly disap¬ 
peared; at the end of about seven weeks they again re-appeared, and 
continued until the expiration of nine months, when she was deliver- 
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td of a male child, small but active. After the delivery, fhe pains 
continued, and there was discharged from the uterus a black, soft 
spongy mass, in the middle of which was a foetus of four months! 
This, says Mr. Percy, is another example, to add to the others, ot 
superfeetation. It is certainly more reasonable in this case to sup¬ 
pose, that at the commencement of pregnancy it was simply a case ot 
twms, and that from some cause unknown one of the foetuses had 
died and the other proceeded to maturity. There is also one more 
instance in which superfeetation is frequently described to have taken 
place, that is, where a female becomes pregnant at a time when she is 
labouring under an extra-uterine conception; the pages of our jour¬ 
nals show that cases of this kind are by no means unusual; as a sub- 

w ,o *! nf| !" r - V WC S,la " not consider tl,em ' m the present occasion. 
With this limitation of our subject to those cases in which a female 
becomes impregnated after the ovum has passed into the cavity of the 
Uterus, and in which the delivery of the two takes place at different 
periods and the foetuses are both mature and perfectly formed we 
proceed to consider the explanation of the mode in which this hap¬ 
pens. \ anous opinions have been promulgated on this subject. First 
it has been supposed that a second ovum impregnated has passed 
Jrough the fallopian tube, to the cavity of the uterus, where,' meet- 
g the membrana decidua, it has pushed it away and attached itself 
to the uterus; the objections to this are, in the first place, the changes 

which the uterus undergoes in consequence of impregnation, the forma¬ 
tion of a membrane which lines the cavity of the uterus, by which 
e>en if the ovum could become impregnated it could not get into the 
uterus, but secondly, the secretion of a mucus in the neck of the ute¬ 
rus by which the semen could not come in contact with the ovum 
and consequently no impregnation be possible. 

Dr. Dewees explains the occurrence of superfeetation on the exist¬ 
ence of seminal absorbents arising from the vagina and conveying 
rie semen to the ovum, where impregnation takes place. It cannot 
be required to produce arguments to refute a doctrine which is found¬ 
ed on a gratuitous assumption, such as the existence of seminal ab¬ 
sents. No anatomist whose works I have ever seen speak of such 
vessels, and they probably owe their origin to the difficulty which at- 
en s every attempt at explaining the mysterious subject of concep- 
tion. Me shall now endeavour to show that this fact can be readily 
and satisfactorily explained by reference to the fact of the uterus be- 
'iK f0Un “ dlv,ded mt0 t"' 0 compartments totally distinct from each 

t l m f U ! CrUS 18 thus found bi,obate ’ ^ it is usually 
-lied, double, the following cases satisfactorily establish. 


310 


Pendleton on Super/'citation. 

Dupuytbex gives the following instance, “A woman, thirty-eight 
years of age, was brought to his theatre for dissection; a red sub¬ 
stance was seen projecting from the vulva; when traced, it was found 
to extend throughout the whole length of the vagina: the os tines 
wa3 divided by clefts, one perpendicular and one transverse. The 
finger when insinuated met with an obstacle in the median line of the 
uterus, on each side of which there was an opening. The neck of 
the uterus and the body were divided and separated from each other. 
The preparation was preserved in the anotomical museum of the 
Faculte de Paris. 

The case related by Dr. Tiedemann is very interesting, and af. 
lords a practical caution to accouchers in forming opinions from ma- 
nual examination. This female, during her labour was visited br 
two physicians, each of whom examined her; one declaring that she 
was not pregnant, that the os tineas was firm and close; the other, 
that the os tines was open, and the head already engaged in it. 

1 his difference of opinion caused a discussion which led to an ei- 
animation, when they found two vaginae and a double uterus. Ma- 
dame Boivm relates the following. In August, 1813, there was 
brought to her hospital a child, a few days old, who died shortly after 
of an imperforate anus. On examining the body, the uterus was 
lound divided into two portions resembling lateral cones and open- 
ing into one vagina. 1 

Haller mentions the following case. A young lady, aged about 
twenty-six years, after being a long time indisposed, died of hysteric 
convulsions. On examining the body he found a double uterus with two 
vaginas, each accompanied by a single tube and ovary of a natural shape 
A remarkable case was related, by M. Chaussier, to the Faculte 
de Medecine of Pans. He exhibited the uterus of a woman who died 
at the Hospital de la Matcrnite, where she was delivered of her tenth 
child. The uterus consisted of but one-half, and that extending to- 
ward the right side: there was but a single fallopian tube and ovarium. 
Examples qf double uteri might be multiplied to a great extent, but 
the foregoing are sufficient to establish the fact of their actual occur¬ 
rence. 1 hose who require further confirmation, may consult the 
uorks of Haller, Eisenmann, Memoires de l’academie des Sciences, 
Canestrini Historia de Utero duplici, Memoirs of the Royal Society 
of London, vol. iv. Dictionnaire des Sciences Medicales, &c. where 
they will find numerous cases of this kind, under the denomination 
of uteri double, bifed, bilobate, bicorn, bilocular, bipartite, &c. &c. 
Granting these facts, which cannot be denied, the whole difficulty of 
superfretation disappears, each of these cavities may be considered as 
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distinct uten, aud such in fact they are, not only in function, but 
m some cases, actually separate and distinct throughout: it resolves 
itself into a parallel case to that of many animals where the uterus!! 

co f n “ a ’ and ,n which superfoetation is known to 
take place. I he probability of this unusual structure of the uterus 

' S strcn S thenei1 ver .V much by the case 
. i e h B0, | V ‘"’ 1 She states that after thc birth of the first child, 

she passed her hand into the uterus to ascertain the cause of the tu- 
mour which was perceptible externally, aud she found the cavity 

Z whi TZ T be ‘ he CaSe Certailll - V if she examined the cavitv 
from which the child was expelled. 

The existence of two cavities in the uterus also explains the occa- 
sonal occurrence of menstruation during pregnancy, a fact establish- 
f ^ the testimony of Denman, Bard, Hosack, &c. Having, there¬ 
fore, established the fact of superfcetation and the difficulty of ex- 

painmg it, and also the frequent occurrence of bilobate o'r double 
■r nd Z " aturaI solution which it affords of all those difficulties, 
we may natural y conclude that where one exists the other will be 

S " eX13 |. als °- . 1 sha11 not at present consider the confirmation 
.b,ch tins subject gives to the theory of analogues, promulgated by 

nHm E0 [ FR0Y r* Hillaire ’ nor to the correspondence which these 
nnous degrees of anomaly in the structure of the uterus have with the 
i ucture observable in the various scale of inferior animals. This 
be the subject of another paper. 


Ast. VII Remarks on the various modes usually adopted for the 
removal of the Tonsils. By Alexander E. Hosack, M. D. of 
hew York. 

THE frequent occurrence of the disease requiring the operation of 
jCraot ing the tonsils, should be deemed a sufficient apology for calling 
me attention of the profession to a subject apparently so simple in it¬ 
self, and which is rendered still more so from the 'various improve¬ 
ments suggested by the surgeons of this country, as well as by those 
of Europe. J 

Of late years the removal of the tonsils by the canula and silver 
■nre, was considered the only safe and practicable mode of removing 
“lose glands. The mode of operating was by means of a double ca- 
Mla from three or four inches in length, armed with a silver wire, 
tie latter to be placed round the tumour, and to be drawn with a 



